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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 

FOR MATLOCK FROM GARRISON 

1. AMBASSADOR AND MRS. STOESSEL ARRIVED TODAY ON SCHEDULE. 
NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS AT THIS END ON THE PROBLEM. 

2. IGOR BELOUSOVITCH IS THINKING OF JAN. 10 ARRIVAL. WIFE 
WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY THEREAFTER. IS THAT OK? INR EXPECTS 
GRAVES FIRST WEEK OF FEB. 

3. DECEMBER 24 ARMITAGE RAISED WITH VORONTOSV THE JANUARY 
1 CHANGES IN FOREIGN REMITTANCE LAWS AND PROCEDURES. 
VORONTSOV REACTED NEGATIVELY, BUT INDICATED HE WOULD REPORT 
ARMITAGE’S CONCERN TO MOSCOW. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION 
DECEMBER 24 A SOVIET EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER SAID HIS 
EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT REMITTANCE RECIPIENTS WILL CON- 
TINUE TO BE ABLE TO RECEIVE HARD CURRENCY COUPONS. (PRE- 
SUMABLY WITH 35 PER CENT DISCOUNT ON TOP OF 30 PER CENT 
DUTY.) WE WILL BE INTERESTED TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE 
NEW PROCEDURES ACTUALLY GO INTO EFFECT. 
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4. WE WERE PLEASED TO SEE MOSCOW 18399 INDICATING THAT 
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MANOUG TCHAKRIAN IS PROCEEDING TO ROME. THAT WAS ONE OF 
THE CASES WE HAVE UNDER REVIEW WITH VO, AND PERHAPS WE 
MISSED SOME OF THE TRAFFIC. DID INS ROME CONCUR THAT 
TCHAKRIAN'S LEBANESE CP MEMBERSHIP WAS NON-MEANINGFUL? 

5. JOAN NEEDS URGENTLY A CABLE FROM EMBASSY STATING THAT 
NEUBERT DESIRES TO EXTEND AND THAT EMBASSY SUPPORTS 
EXTENSION, IF THAT IS CASE. ROBINSON 
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